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Miss Benham looked impatiently at the
clock Her last and most favored admir¬

er was twenty minutes late and being a
belle and somewhat spoilt she was both
irritated and astonished It was her first
winter in New York and although she
had found that Northern men did not
take fire as spontaneously as those of the
still chivalrous and romantic South out
of which she had emerged for the first
time four months since still they had
acknowledged her claims upon the ad-

miration
¬

of their sex in general and she
had been the belie of the winter The
women liked her but criticised her ac-

cent
¬

assented unanimously that she was
provincial in a way despite the co-

lossal
¬

height of her family tree and con-

fessed
¬

themselves quite unable to under-
stand

¬

her charm for men She is neither
beautiful nor amusing nor has she any
stylo to speak of they asserted with
some choler She dresses well enough
but she would never be taken for a New
Yorker never And then why she is
not even larky

The men made no attempt to analyze
her charm they merely succumbed
slowly and steadily When cross-examin-

they answered somewhat pettishly
that of course she was beautiful Did she
not have eyes and did she not dance like
an angel And was she not the most
well remarkably Interesting to talk to
And her manners could anything be more
perfect than a Southern girls manners
What if she was thin Was she not the
more graceful and falry Hkc to dance
with on that account What more could
a man ask And what if her complexion
was rather dark and colorless and there
was a faint black line on the upper lip
of a mouth none too small Men didnt
notice those things when a woman was
as charming as Cora Benham and were
not particularly grateful for having them
pointed out

If Miss Benham had heard these tart
conversations she would have smiled
She was thoroughly acquainted with tho
secret of her fascination it was the de-

termination
¬

to please Her father who
had lost only two thirds of his fortune
during the civil war had gone on keep-

ing
¬

open house and she had seen some ¬

thing of the world from the time she was
old enough to toddle about the big par
lore Before she was out of pinafores her
mother had said to her more times than

--y she could count Forget yourself the mo
ment you are with our guests ana in
only of what will please them And when
you are talking to one forget all about
the others Be Impersonal my dear be
impersonal This is common enough
advice In the South where hospitality is
js garded as one of the arts and it ac-

counts
¬

for much of the charm of its
womon but Miss Benham was successful
to the point of local fame not only had
she that sort of magnetism which ema-
nates

¬

from an intense and yjvld spirit
but she was at painst to accentuate the
racial characteristics She managed to
discover something about every man she
expected to meet and gratified him to
the verge of tears during the first ten
minutes of their acquaintance Her eyes
when talked Into had an expression of
rapt concentration that no man had ever
seen equaled She rarely spoke of her¬

self when pressed she succumbed but in
a manner both reserved and confidential
She had learned to divine what a man
most wished to talk about and she led
him straight Into those pleasant pas-

tures
¬

with a gentle insistence which nev ¬

er degenerated into eagerness Her mood
was ever responsive which the fortu-
nate

¬

man was made to understand was
the result of his overwhelming personali-
ty

¬

She threw back her head and laugh ¬

ed with mellow delight at the feeblest
of witticisms and the most flagrant of
puns She flattered deliberately and
broadly but with a separateness that
amounted to genius each donee felt that
the man did not live for whom his por-

tion
¬

could be duplicated And yet so
naturally did her gifts and acquirements
sit upon her she was not too insincere
she was indeed capable of strong emo-

tion
¬

and of swift indignation at the more
contemptible manifestations of human na-

ture
¬

which was perhaps no small part
of her charm And as she honestly lov-

ed
¬

society and had been born with the
desire for the respectful and companion-
able

¬

homage of men she saw no reason
why she should not make a success of
her life

She had met Maynard Bridges toward
the end of the winter he was a very
busy man and went little into society
Ijjsplte of strong family connections he
was indeed more or less of an outsid-
er

¬

for he was the editor of a daily
newspaper and had made his own income
since the year he left college His rise
after the usual apprenticeship in --the city
room had been rapid and for the past
tea years he had occupied important edi-

torial
¬

positions He was a club man and
reported to be somewhat fast but he was
one of the hardest working and roost en-

thusiastic
¬

Journalists in New York nev ¬

ertheless He used to say frankly that
he was ashamed of the sensational news ¬

paper which paid him the largest salary
received by any editor In the metropolis
but he had made a stupendous success
of that newspaper on its own lines and
would doubtless have thought anyone
road who suggested that he address a
protest to Its proprietor he wbs philo ¬

sophical and moreover he was used to
it An intimate friend who would not
have the Eye In his house told him
once that If be were induced to accept
the editorship of a highly respectable
newspaper he would lake to drink through
cheer ennui in less than a month and
he replied with a laugh that doubtless he 1

should
He had met Cora Benham at the house

of a woman who was not only faithful to
her old friends whether they poured riches
at the feet of New York society or not
but was grateful for the opportunity of
talking once in a while to a man of
brains Since the night he had taken tho
Southern belle In to dinner he had
called on her daily and although sho had
too much tact to show in the presence

f her other adorers her decided prefer-
ence

¬

for his society she managed to be
alone when lie called Tonight she had
given up a bail for Ids sake and he sat
opposite the empty doorway with an cx
preaiion of haughty enquiry--

But when Bridges entered he made no
apology His handsome pallid face was
brilliant with eagerness and even his big
frame made for repoee was manifestly
under the control of his nerves He was
often restless but tonight something
seemed on the point of bursting through
him Miss Benham was interested and
self -- forgetful at once

x was afraid something had happened
to you he murmured in her sympathetic
voice which Bridges bad told her would
soothe a man who liad been trying to de-

cide
¬

two questions at once all day long
Take that chair it 5s so comfortable I

see that something extraordinary has
happened Do tell me about it that is
of course if you care to and if I could
understand it

What couldnt a man talk to you
about and what couldnt you understand
Ey the way there is a telephone In this
house Isnt there

Aunt has one in the upper hall
I was sure of It or I shouldnt have

ventured to come even to you
He lmd thrown himself Into the deep

chair but rleen again almost immediate ¬

ly and was rapidly walking up and down
tho room His eyes which usually kin-
dled

¬

whenever they met hers were now
fired from within and barely wandered
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The Shipwreck
in her direction although she showed an
abundance of graco and comfort in her
low chair by the fire her snrlet shawl Il-

luminating
¬

her dark eager face
What is it 1 wish 1 could even guess

Have you had right good news about
something Are you going to be sent
abroad as Ambassador You ought to
be

Oh dear dear It Is nothing so per-
sonal

¬

as that but it is magnificent all the
same That is If it is true and our men
are pretty reliable A report has come
over the wire that the Blue Star Liner
Supcrbus has gone to pieces just off the
Irish coast in a thick snowstorm and that
the few people saved mostly women are
climbing hand over hand up a perpendicu-
lar

¬

cliff in their night clothes
Miss Benham had spuing to her feet
THow awful she gasped How aw ¬

ful Is there any one on board you know
No wonder you are excited Oh I wish
I could do something Delicate women
climbing a perpendicular cliff in a storm
and at this very moment How strange
and lerrible to know of things going on
at such a long way off Do you suppose
some one has gone to their assistance
Is helping them now

He strode over to the door lifted aside
the portiere and listened intently

I thought I heard the telephone ho
said

Her brow which had been puckered
with distress cleared suddenly

You said there was just a hope that it
might not be true she exclaimed

Dont suggest such a thing cried
Bridges We havent had a story like
that for months Its magnificent What
a scene Cannot you picture it The
wild Irish coast boats fighting their way
through the roaring breakers those wo
men in their night clothes in a driving
snowstorm clinging to that steep brist-
ling

¬

cliff why there were half a dozen
fashionable New York women on board
and one woman of the English peerage
that I know of My God forgive me but
It is one of the most striking things we
have had for months and months

He caught hereyc and paused Her
face was white She was staring at him
and the customary generous measure of
sympathy and approval had fled from her
expanded eyes

Do you mean to say she said her
breath was labored that you are glad
that you exult in that terrible accident
in the agony of those poor delicate wo-
men

¬

Of course not of course not I would
not stepon a worm but so long as it has
to be is actually happening cant you
see It is all magnificently dramatic It
leaps straight to my news sense and grips
it I am an old warhorse you know The
scent of big news makes my very nos-
trils

¬

quiver He laugheiL I believe you
are really shocked you exquisite little
Southern girl Youve been brought up on
daily editions of weekly papers Just try
to look at it from my point of view

I am shocked she said She turned
her back upon him and walked over to
the fire JLhave neither th ability nor
tho desire to put myself at your point of
view You seem to have imagination do
you realize that those women are in ter
rible agony of mind and body that thev
are freezing in a snowstorm and expect
ing everj moment to be their last You
are a heartless brute

She brought out her last words with
such vehemence that he was at her side
in an instant and the excitement having
quite left his face it looked apprehensive
and careworn

I am not a brute he said I swear
that I am not If I could hasten those
women Into safety I would and make
them forget what theyd gone through in
the bargain but newspaper men have a
sixth sense which for the time being

You would hurry them to the end of
the scene but you would simply hato
to hear that the whole story was a hoax
and that the ship was safely out at sea
Is not that true

Well yes He laughed I believe it
It I am afraid I am quite demoralized
exciting episodes which mean big news
are the very breath of life to me Re-
member

¬

we are all the result of our con-
ditions

¬

Fate drove me into journalism
and thomerefact that I am tho most
successful journalist in New York proves
that 1 ha e developed my news sense a
degree higher than any of my rivals If
I were not on fire over this episode I
should be second rate This is the only
defence I can make I did not anticipate
making any You arc eo sympathetic
you understand a man by intuition I
have never in all my forty years of ray
Ife seen anything like it But of course
this is a new world to you this world of
journalism in its extreme modern phase
and you will have to study It out a little
When you have I am sure you will exon-
erate

¬

me especially when I tell you that
I hate it myself as much as love it hate
It because It is antagonistic to every in-
herited

¬

instinct and love it because it
has become second nature And remem ¬

ber that there is one thing better than be-
ing

¬

supremely good and that is to be
supremely natural I may not approach
the ideal you have cherished In your old
fashioned high toned South but at least
I am myself I make no pretensions Let
that plead for me Remember also that
the true philosophy of life Is to take peo ¬

ple as you find them and not to insist
upon their being like somebody else

He had touched her in a vulnerable
spot and she looked at hirn with Ies of
resentment But she shook her hoa- -

My sympathies may be quick sha
said I think they are and I have had
only admiration for you heretofore but
as you say I must Btudy this out And
I cannot begin my course until I know
that the poor creatures hanging to that
cliff are safe

Ill return to the office at once and
telephone you as the news comes in
There is no use for ma to say any more
now and I shall not come here again
until you send for me 1 simply cannot
face that change in your eyes They
look like flint and usually Well
you havo succeeded in blunting my news
sense for once I have practically forgot-
ten

¬

the ofllce for the last ten minutes I
must go now Good night

Good night But she did not turn her
head again nor hold out her hand

II
The messages wheh traveled between

the editoriul rooms of the New York
Kye and Murray Hill thnt night were
very unsatisfactory and the startling
headlines of the great dally merely as ¬

serted next morning that the ladles were
still climbing the cliff However at 10

oclock Mr Bridges deputy was able to
assure Mte Benham that all who had es-
caped

¬

from the ship had reached level
ground and were being properly cared for

When Cora recovered fiom the shock
and the suspense she unlocked her top
drawer and took out a miniature book
caso containing sorao twenty tiny vol-
umes

¬

Kach volume was Inscribed with
the name of an ornament to tho sex
which did her homage and the leaves
were covered with written characters She
removed tho one Inscribed Maynard
Bridges and wrote in it as follows

Journalism has developed a sixth
sense yclept news sense which is un-
dermining

¬

civilization while apparently
developing it for Its votaries when off
guard ore neither more nor less than
savages Query Should a Journal-
ist

¬

be considered as a serious sub-
ject

¬

for matrimony or merely as
a specimen a novelty Interest-
ing

¬

pour lo temps7 I must dis-
pose

¬

of this point before I can make up
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my mind whether I shall see Maynard
Bridges again He both attracted and
repelled me from the first but until last
night all my efforts to analyze his pe-

culiar
¬

personality were futile Now how-
ever

¬

I understand he is simply an ab-

normal
¬

development a helpless victim of
this modern monster Northern journal-
ism

¬

so unlike all men I have known that
I felt his peculiar individuality at once
although outwardly ho resembles other

If I had not had this truly hideous
revelation should I havo loved and mar-
ried

¬

him After referring to previous
entries 1 have come to tho conclusion that
I should for despite the ropellent force
I was fascinated by ilia brains his mag-
netism

¬

and his delightful manners
which he owes to his Southern blood his
mother was a Maynard Am I safe now
That is the question If not I must go
straight home instead of going to Bar
Harbor for we are to visit at tho same
houses there The more I think of it
the more J feel suie that I could not
marry a man who is dominated by an ar-
tificial

¬

and revolting instinct I should feel
as if I were living with a sort of modern
Frankenstein Talk about the danger of
tho international marriage I feel far
moro In tune with the many Englishmen
I have met than with this specimen of
perverted Americanism There are cen-

turies
¬

between the South and the North In
its extreme development instead of the
few generations wheh sepaiate tho Old
World from tho New

A few dayes later she wrote again
I havo decided to let matters take

their course As we are leaving town at
onco I should not see him hero again in
any case AVe shall meet at Bar Harbor
but I am now quite positive that hure
after he will merely interest mc as a cu-

riosity
¬

III
They mot at Bar Harbor in July and

as both were people of the world there
was nothing in their manner even when
alone to suggest that a few weeks be
foro they had been on the brink of mat
rimony They made no allusion to their
former acquaintance beyond tho vague
generalities of people possessing common
friends and although tho hay with Its
bristling porcupines glistened below the
terrace and the roar of the Atlantic rose
high on windy nights the subjects of
sliipwrecks was avoided by mutual con-
sent

¬

Nevertheless for Miss Benham to
resist flirting with an Interesting man
would have been as easy as to pinch to
death the jole do vivre and Maynard
Bridges was as interesting as ever In
fact he was dstlnctly the most Interesting
man at Bar Harbor particularly she
made this discover suddenly a week
after hij arrival as he seemed to have
forgotten the existence of journalism
she never even caught him reading a
newspaper He talkod alone with her In
that happy land of liberty took her in his
smart traps for drives along the foot of
the mountain and out into the country
and punted her for hours about the bay
in a canoe He smoked on the veranda
during dancing hours but he invariably
took her in to supper Ho sent to New
York for tho new books and magazines
berlbboned baskets of bonbons and the
choicest flowers of exorbitant hothouses
all of which were offered at the shrine
of the Southern belle in the nonchalant
manner of the American swain whoknows
his duty and has no tlesire to shirk it
But he never gave her so much as a
glance of sentiment

I cannot make him out she announc
ed to the little book inscribed Maynard
Bridges When 1 know him before ho
let me sec almost at once that he loved
me Now his air is simply You are the
most charming girl here and moreover
a belle who commands the tem-
porary

¬

devotion of any discrimina ¬

ting man Or is he playing a
deep gamo Trying to pique me Doubt-
less

¬

as he is giving his news sense a
rest he can concentrate on certain other
faculties the more effectually If ho
would tear It up by the roots I would
marry him tomorrow at least I think I
would Im not right positive how I do
feel to him But he said It was second
nature and I am sure he was correct He
is merely taking a much needed rest and
when he goes back to his work that mon-
ster

¬

will be fairly gluttonous He stated
the truth we must take people as we And
them and leave them at the right mo ¬

ment
One morning they ran their canoe Into

the cove of a small island and wandered
about in the shade They wore quite
alone Mount Desert which had bustled
with gay mroning life when they left it
showed only at this distance the staccato
movement of an occasional trap Sulli
van on thoir right with Its long solitary
street and rugged background might have
been an abandoned village awaiting its
poet

Just think exclaimed Cora as they
sat down in the heavy shade of a tree

Sullivan Is two hundred years old and
has never had a church a New England
village at that

I am going to marry you said
Bridges by way of reply He was smok-
ing

¬

his tones were unimpasidoned and
he was looking at her with eyes In which
there was no trace of timid tentativeness

But If he had wished to take her by
surprise he succeeded She started
change her position abruptly and color-
ed

¬

But she answered vehemently
Indeed you aro not Do not fancy I

am a chit of a girl lo be captured off ¬

hand by a masterful man I am twenty
four and I long since learned to use my
reason and to balance it against my

wishes I would not marry you not if
I never married

Then you will never marry he replied
coolly For you love tne You belong to
the old fashioned Southern type that
would go through life cherishing an un-

fortunate
¬

attachment rather than seek
distraction and compensation in a bril-

liant
¬

match Of course you could go on
being a belle but I doubt If youd care
about It Do you like the prospect of the
alternative

Anything would be better than marry-
ing

¬

a man I could not possibly be happy
with

She was so accustomed to dealing with
men in their proposing moods that she
nas quite herself again

You jump very nimbly to the conclu-
sion

¬

that you could not be happy with
me

I have given weeks to thinking It all
out of course 1 knew you would propose
sooner or later they always do She
gave a little sigh of resignation It was
time she thought to drop her subtle flat ¬

teries and give tills too assertive Northern
person a lesson At the moment his mag ¬

netism did not appeal to her In the least
There is a terrible lack in you and the

original human Instinct which should be
there Is replaced by a horrid faculty
which you call news sense and which
certainly dwarfs all others 1 could never
understand you and I should never want
to Sympathy between us would be im ¬

possible 1 should stifle
But you love me
I do not know she replied meditative-

ly
¬

You attract me more satisfy In an
elusive way something In me but It Is
only temporary As soon as I am at home
this experience will seem quite like a
dream

It will loom up and haunt you as the
real experience of your life I promise
you that He flung away his cigar and
before she could guess his intention
couglit her in a closo embrace and kissed
her repeatedly He had dismissed his cool
deliberation of manner with his cigar and
was tcarcely less agitated than herself
as she htruggh d out of his arms and
sprang to her feet

Take me home this Instant fche gasp-
ed

¬

How dared you Have you no re-
spect

¬

for women up here I hate you
You arc a disgrace to your mothers blood
If you had been brought up In the
South

Iinng the South cried Bridges who
was on his feet with blazing eyes I am
going to marry you do you understand
Im not the sort of man to be pulled round
by the nose and when I make up my
mind to a thing I do It I havent half n
dozen fallurcn to my account In all the
forty years of my life and those are too
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insignifirant to remciaber What is more
I never wanted nnytreug that Journalism
could give me as much as 1 want you
and thnt is saying more than voti ran an- -
preciate now Journalism in New York ii
likf a concert of Europe a combination ofsuperficial resembUirdft In thought as good a solution any
motives and watchful hatred Come i Then you do not deny an longer thatIj t us go back you love ma

iy
kept her room for two days Her

firs Instinct had liven for precipitate
flight for she was terrified Her only rea ¬

son for dismissing tho Idea was the nssur
ance that Bridges wpuhl follow her There
was no getting the best of a man like that
except by standing up to him Her undo
had told her that lie was tho greatest
tyrant in American journalism that the

Eyo reporters heia him in terror al-

though
¬

they appreciated the advantage of
working for a master mind that saved
them much thinking He loved her of
course but she was no queen to him he
was too hard and practical too self-centr- ed

and ambitious to spend his life on
the steps of a throne She resented this
attitude with all tho accumulated arro- -
gauce of long years of easy conquests
Then she reflected that by all the laws of
romance she should be madly in love with
thii masterful being whom she could not
dominate who had not even taken the
trouble to propose to her and who loomed
before her six feet ono and as sure
fate But she was a woman of high and
rather romantic Ideals Not only did the
distorted modernism of Bridges horrify
her Judgment but he was no romantic
gloomy stalking hero of a German novel
he was a spick-and-sp- an New York jour-
nalist

¬

ns unpicturesquo as he was bril-
liant

¬

He did not appeal to her imagi-
nation

¬

in the least She knew by this time
exactly in what his fascination consisted
his virile brain and his physical magnet-
ism

¬

Did she marry him she must deteri
orte for before the ceremony she would
have cast out her ideals for ever and in
time sho would accustom herself imper ¬

ceptibly to a revised depleted and cold-
blooded

¬

edition of human nature Doubt-
less

¬

sho would also develop a news
serse and rejoice In the tragedies thatarranged themselves for the benefit of theinsatiable press no woman could live witha man like that and not come to resemble
him Still life with him would indubi-
tably

¬

be interesting Sho far more
brain than sho had ever permitted her
adorers dIsco cr and to experiment
w ith life possessed its charms despite her
Ideals

She kept her room because she wished to
consider the question in all its aspects
and arrive at a definite conclusion beforo
she met him again and if she did makeup her mind to let him go ho would find
that her will was as strong as his

During these two days she received no
message from him neither did sho see
him on the adjolnlntr terraco of the house
where he was now a guest At the closo
of tho second day her eyc3 had ceased to
long for a sight of him and she fervently
hoped that he had been called to New
1ork Sho wrote as follows In the little
volume which bote his name

I am sure now that it is a pure ques-
tion

¬

of personal magnetism Hia irjuencp
on my mind invariably recedes with the
accumulation of hours between us That
means that I have no sentiment for hlnin
tor it l nau I shouicriove him moro when
wo were parted Intellectual attraction
and passion do not make up tho whole of
love I havo now decided once for all I
will not marry him T havo a premonition
that thewrenih will b5jharder than I an-
ticipate

¬

at present Tiry brain feels worn
out just now and thatl shall be on the
point of sending forhlnVagain and again
if I dont love him 31 am closer to love
than Ive been before because he has
awakened fully twc tblrds of me But I
should be wore tHan fool if I delib-
erately

¬
put out the light that has steadily

grown in my urainjana winch I have so
carefully tended IC Lwalt long enough 1
shall find everything or If I do not bet-
ter

¬

a thousand timiW to live alone with
ones ideals ifWhen sho closed thebook she felt calm-
er

¬

than she had for months She was sad
and discouraged and ilonged to be at
home but at least her niind was at rest

There was a ball thflX night and she was
engaged for JeveoCdaricrey It Cwould be
cowardly to excuso herself further al-
though

¬

she would have been glad to go to
bed she was worn out with the nervous
tumult of the past two days and she had
eaten tittle and been In the open air not
at nil She would have slipped out lato
In the afternoon for a walk but the wind
was blowing a gale and the-- skies threat-
ened

¬

rain every moment Tho house
where the ball was to bo was on a cliff
some distance from her aunts house andduring the drive there she managed to as-
certain

¬

that Maynard Bridges was still in
Bar Harbor

She was surrounded as soon as she en-
tered

¬

the room but sho paw at once that
Bridges was not present nor did he ap-
pear

¬

later The ballroom overlooked the
water and although tho widows were
closed to keep out the wind and rain she
could hear the roar of the ocean high
above the music It suggested the fatal
shipwreck to her mind and at the samo
time sho wished she were in a ship out
there In tho vast darkness and close to
the tremendous music of the waters Herpartners found her far less fascinating
than usual and wondered if sho were go
ing to be ill It would not havo occurred
to them to take any one of her flirtations
seriously

Toward midnight the room becamo in¬

sufferably hot and her head was dizzy
with fltlgue She commanded her partner
of the moment to take her to tho dreslng
room then slipped out to tho balcony
Tho rain had ceased the moon was out
the bay was convulsed and the Atlantic
seemed hurling Itself over tho bar She
turned her back on the whirling figures
behind the windows and determined to
remnln there until it was time to go home
or until Maynard Rridges found her

As she stood under a lantern and wore
a whito gown and shawl and a number of
diamonds she sprang out from the dark ¬

ness In fine relief and sho faced a man
who lay in a long chair just beyond the
next pillar Ho rose in a moment and
came forward

You are very pale he said
I havo been thinking for two days and

I have decided once for all I shall not
marry you

Her voice her manner her profile were
convincing

Very well ho said politely
She stole a swift glance through her

eyelashes He had his hands In his pock ¬

ets and was gazing out upon the tossing
bay He lokod as if he too had been
thinking ard was tired of it

I wisl youd tako mo out in a boat
ehe said abruptly

Are you quite mad
If I am not afraid I do not know why

you should be You arc as strong as a
Hon and you can manage anything on
the water I heard that you took on all
tho honors for that sort of thing at Har-
vard

¬

1 did not take a course In midnight
storms ho began then ndded abruptly

Very well Come nlong
Sho followed him down the steps of tho

cllft to the boathouso
Will you punt ho asked dryly Or

do you think a sail would be safer
1 want tho rowboat of course she

said thrilling with the wildest sense of
freedom she had ever known for the great
wind was in her hair and lungs

He launched the boat without difficulty
In the sheltered little cove and rowed with
swift long strokes out to sea

Of course I did not mean to leave tho
bay she cried

I am going out he replied shortly
She shrugged her shoulders Ten mln

utts later she went through the variousstages of terror resignation and exalta-
tion

¬

The huge waves seemed climbing
over each other In thoir efforts to engulf
the boat At times it struggled between
the crushing wall Of the great canons of
the sea only to climb up to tho dizzy
eminence of a wavci whoso height in thatroaring moonlit darkness recalled the ter-
rible

¬

tidal waves that have done such
good service in letters then shot down
once more into the void More than once
tho boat was twisted about as If it had
been a stick in a whirlpool but Bridges
righted it and guided It on witli no ap-
parent

¬

effort
Suddenly he leaned forward and shout-

ed
¬

to her
Do yoj know why I brought you here

Yesterday I should have said that I was
too modern for this sort of thing but 1

am a savage in the wilderness at the
present moment Will you marry me

What shall you do if I say no
Tip you over And leave you I can

swim back
He did not mean a word of It A man

had said of him once that ho owed nt
least half of his success to his supreme
skill ln the great national game of bluff
And he did not feel In the least like a
savage of the historic type at least He
had Been his opportunity and grasped it
with his usual nerve and nlmbleness of
thought If he had not he would have
thought himself n fool

Hut In tho cold moonlight against those
black hissing Avails his voice torn by the
wind his eyes hard as Iron in his white
face he defied nnalysls and she aceopted
his words as final She swayed from side

TSSjW J

to side with a hard sob and he thinkingshe had yielded glanced about for achance to turn the boat But in anothermoment she was sitting erect with herarms hold rigidly before her
I in vnilP wnfaf iiIia 11 ttmt

and as

She

as

haa
to

I hate you
Take caro You aro a religious wom ¬

an You do not wish to die with a Ho
on your lips

Very well then sho said I loveyou
Take care ho cried again but in a

shrill voice But sho had overturned theboat with a wild lurch Ho struggled to-
ward

¬

her She thrust out her hands as
If to warn him away from her but caught
him about the neck instead

Let go he gasped as they were
flung upon the back of another wave and
another came roaring toward them out
of the battalions behind Let go if
But although ho struggled to free him-
self

¬

he knew thut no swimmer could live
in that sea and before the wave struck
and engulfed them heput his arms close-
ly

¬

about her
When the thousand-and-on- e conjec-

tures
¬

had run their course people grad-
ually

¬

settled down to the belief that
Bridges for reasons best known to him-
self

¬

had persuaded Cora Benham to elope
wllh him and had tnken her straight to
some place In Europe But
as the weeks grew into months and the
months rounded out the year and no
word came from the fugitives not even
to Bridges bankers people reverted to
tho first startling theory induced by the
drifting overturned boat and today the
people of Mount Desert point to various
spots in the bay and assure you that be-

neath
¬

He the Southern belle in her white
frock and her diamonds and the man
whose dominant will had mastered fate so
often that other men had brought them-
selves

¬

reluctantly to believe In his death
Gcrtr ide Atherton In the Pall Mali t

THE THEATRICAL SUPER

He Often Has n Specially and Is a
Mun of Importance

New York claims to havo tho only
supers agency in this country the

only theatrical agency that books the
extras of tho 3tage and makes engage-

ments
¬

for them In other cities the su-
per

¬

is a hanger on of the theatre who
has an hours rehearsal of his role on the
day the play arrives in town here he is a
member of tho profession who re-

hearses
¬

at least a week with the com-
pany

¬

knTJws how to handle his grease
paint and discusses affairs of the theatre
like a member of tho Players Club

This difference has teen wrought by a
theatrical agent who confesses that twen-
ty

¬

years ago he was a super with an
ambition to become a star in tragedy
When he finally decided that ho would
never shine as an actor ho began in his
present line of business and developed It
so successfully that now he practically
supplies all tho New York theatres with
supernumeraries whom he and his agents
train superintend and pay Ho draws
them from all classes but chiefly from
the ranks of tho unemployed and he
reaches these by advertisements In the
want columns of the daily papers

All supers he says may be divided
Into four classes First theres the
young man or the young girl whos stage
struck If he has a couple of hundred
dollars to spend he pays it over to a dra-
matic

¬

school If he hasnt he comes to
us Maybe hes been looking at himself
In the glass and wants to get out on
the boards and pose or maybe he thinks
hes another Booth Anyway hes crazy
to get on the stage and we start him at
350 or 4 a week and he tries to work

his way up Sometimes he does It gets
high enough to make a comfortable liv-

ing
¬

anyway but I dont believe theres
any profession where hed havo to serve
a longer apprenticeship than he does In
thi3 Sometimes he leaves the ranks to
be a stage hand but more often he gets
cured of the stage fever and goes to work
at something else

Then theres the voune fellow who
comes to town looking for work and sees
one of the advertisements we put in the
papers when we have a call for a lot of
extras for a big production He puts in
his evenings with us behind the lights and
hunts about for work all day Ttoud be
surprised to know how many boys go on
the stage for a few weeks that way The
pay isnt much but it helps to meet their
board bills and theyre the sort of men

decent looking fe-
llowsand

¬we want sober quiet
we do the best we can for

them And sometimes they get a chance
to go on the road and just naiuraliy
drlft into theatrical work and get along

We dont ask any questions but
you can tell college men- - when you
see them and when were rehearsing In
September we get a flood of them that ve
been up against It here all summer It s
a rrofesslon that opens up to brains all
rigl t and I guess theres a lot of those
boys stick In It

And when these unemployed get
work they still stay with us some of
them They lose an afternoonjs pay on
Wednesday to go on tor tne ibuik
but they add H a week to their salaries
and its just money found for them Be ¬

sides it keeps them oft the streets at
night and If theyre aloae In town It
makes them acquainted with a lot of
boys and its fun for them after a
days work in an office to put on their
war paint and get in front of the cal-

cium
¬

Well the last sort is the old time
super the street loafer the city tramp
Wo have to have him for plays where
the manager wants a husky lot for the
mob You see the actor can make up
for his part but the super cant He has
to be lrn to fit it Take the wai plays
now We have to have fifty men say
that can go on and look as if theyd Just
been through a hard campaign We just
pick up fifty rough ones and tell them not
to clean up nor shave nt all and then
we put muskots in th ir hands and they
troop across the stage like a regiment
thats just been through the Wilderness
campaign and hasnt seen soap or shoe
polish since the war broke out

Theres where our work comes in e
have about a thousand men on our books
and sometimes we have as many as that
at work In different theatres in the city
AVe have to know all these men and the
sort of work they can do because the
super who shoulders the musket isnt the
same one who goes into a dress suit You
have TiT have a man for that who will
look like a gentleman and we have scores
of them all the time We havo a couple
of dozen men too that went through the
Cuban war and Know tne manual uuu
we need them all tho time Its quite a
trick keeping trace of all our men but
we manage to do It nnd we believe that
the New York stage has a better lino of
supers now than any other city in the
world

The agencv has latterly established
branches In Boston and other cities and
is making an attempt to improve tho
service of the extras who act with the
road companies These have always been
a cause of complaint with tbe audiences
of such towns It is Impossible to say
ns yet whether th attempt will be sue
cessful New York Commerclal-Adver-vis- er

THE WORLDS OLDEST BOOK

IiiliOHltions of iirl- - ltellgiouH
Tlioiifilt In UKypt

A new translation of various archaic
Egyptian writings including those con-

tained
¬

In the celebrated Prlsse Papyrus
called the most ancient book In the

world has lately been made by an Ameri-
can

¬

scholar Isaac Myer author of Tho
Tabalah and Scarabs This new an-

thology
¬

throws much light on the early
standards of religious thought In Egypt
as well ns upon the ethical and social
characteristics of the old Egyptians Mr
Myer is a believer In the theory advanced
many times before that a large part of
Christian system of ethics and symbolism
was derived from the Egyptian religion
and that Jesus in the Interval between
his twelfth and and thirtieth years of
which little Is known spent some time in
Egypt His theory thus differs from that
of the ltev Robert Taylor author of
those extraordinary books The Devils
Pulpit and The Diagesls wh held that
the Old and New Testament writings
were bnsed wholly upon a combination of
early Egyptian religion and later theoso
phy nnd were written by Alexandrine
Gnostics of the fourth century after
Christ to embody under a pseudo-historic- al

form certain astrological myths
relating to the Sun God Christ the
twelve signs of the zodiac tho twelve

iA

Apostles and the four seasons the fourevangelists Mr Myer however accepts
the historic basis of the New Testamentbutregards its ethics ns based upon thoseof the books contained in the Prlsse Papy-rus

¬
Of these books he PtysThey Inculcate the sudy of wisdomthe duty to parents and superiors respectfor property the advantages of charita- -

pieness peaccableness and content ofliberality humility chastity and sobrl
ci of truthfulness and Justice and theyshow the wickedness and folly of disobe-dience ¬

strife arrogance nnd pride 6fsiotnrulness Intempcranfe unchastltyand other vices A reading of such teach ¬
ings seems to go far to show that a fineethical If not a Christian morality mightbe based upon Its teachings as for in¬stance the following from the Book of

El2n treatl3 on good manners
As a man without good breeding towhom all thnt one can say is withoutany effect makes a surly face to the ad ¬

vances of him of a gracious heart he isan affliction to his mother and his rela-tives
¬

In the book of Ptah IIotcp will befound the following
Be not haughty because of thy knowl ¬

edge converse thou with the Ignorant aswith the scholar for the barriers of artare never closed no artist over possessing
that perfection to which he should aspire

H thou hast to do with a disputant
when he Is hot act as one who cannot bemoved Thou hast the advantage over
him if only In keeping silent when- - he isusing evil speech

If thou humblest thyself In obeying asuperior thy conduct Is wholly good be¬
fore God Knowing who ought to obey
and who ought to command lift not thy
heart agalnst the latter

If thou art a wise man train up a
son who will be pleasing to God If headjusts his discipline to thy way and oc- -
cupie8 himself with thy affairs as he
should do him all the good that thou art
able

If thou hast the position of a leader
making plans go forth at thy will do per-
fect

¬

things which posterity will remember
not letting prevail words which multiply
flatterers raise pride and produce vanity

If thou desirest thy conduct to be
good and preserved from evil keep thy
self from attacks of bad temper Be not
of an Irritable temper as to what Is hap-
pening

¬

around thee scold only as to thine
own affairs of better value is a
compliment for what displeases thee than
rudeness It Is wrong to fly Into a pas-
sion

¬

with ones neighbor to the point of
not knowing how to manage ones words

If thou aimest at having polished
manners do not question him whom thou
dost accost Converse with him in private
in such a way as not to embarrass him
Do not argue with him except after let¬

ting him have time to Impregnate his
mind with the subject of the conversa-
tion

¬

If he shows his ignorance and if
he giveth thee an opportunity of making
him ashamed treat him with re-
spect

¬

do not reply in a crushing
manner

The Psychostasla or Judgment of the
Soul of the Dead is a section of The
Books of the Dead and Is of especial in-
terest

¬

to us because of the light it throwsupon early Egyptian escnatology Mr My-
ers

¬

says of It It shows the existence
with them of a belief in a judgment after
death of the soul or conscience for mans
actions while In life upon this earth that
his good and evil deeds were thought to
originate and reside n- - his heart that
man had while on earth free will in his
actions that his heart emblem of his
conscience was after death mystically
weighed by Thoth symbol of the Intel-
lectual

¬

part of his spiritual nature
that the principal desire of the

ancient Egyptian was lor nis spiritual
resurection fom the dead and an eternal
tian heaven The Literary Digest

OLD NEW YORK NEWSPAPERS
How an Kdltor Escaped a Drubbing

From Ethan Allen
I have before me as I write a number

of the New York Weekly Journal for
Monday Jaanuary 28 1731 It has written
on its margin the name of John Henry
Lydius Albany N Y to whom as a
subscriber this particular copy was sent
This Lydius by the way was the one af-
ter

¬

whom Fort Lydius was named after
Sir William Johnsons victory over Baron
Dieskau in 1753 its name was changed
just before tho Revolution to Fort Ed-
ward

¬

by which it is still known This
paper was edltnl and published by John
Peter Zenger a veteran editor of that
day and his place of business was at the
corner of Wall and Pearl Streets Isew
York Among Its various items is a let-
ter

¬

from Boston dated December 23 1733

Indicating that it took at least a month
and three days for a letter to reach New
York from Boston

But that which gives chief interest to
this number of the New York Weekly
Journal Is the comparison which It en-

ables
¬

us to institute between the com-
merce

¬

of the port of New York at that
time and our own day For example
the Collector of the Port of New York
being Archibald Kennedy and the sur-
veyor

¬

and naval officer which offices or
functions were at that period combined
James Alexander the record In this jour
rial for the week ending January 33 1731

Is as follows
CUSTOM HOUSE NEW YORK

INWARD ENTRIES
None

OUTWARD ENTRIES
Sloop Swallow Jacob Butferie master

for North Carolina
CLEARED FOR DEPARTURE

Brig Hope John Bedford master to
Jamaica Sloop James and Henry Thom-
as

¬

Thachc master to Madeira Ship
Anne Jacob Savly master to Barcelona

Now by way of comparison Frederick
Cooke present department survey of the
port has found for me the record for
January 20 this year It is as follows

Outward entries foreign and domestic
102

Clearance foreign and domestic 123

And on April 23 this year- - we have of
outward and Inward entries the immense
number of 307 an increase of 231

Again while on the subject of old news-
papers

¬

I have another one viz Riving
tons New York Gazette and Universal
Advertiser the editor and publisher of
which was the celebrated James Rivlng
ton the Macchlavelll of the newspuper
press of that day before and during the
American Revolution and who is thought
to have been employed as a spy by Wash ¬

ington whllo seemingly espousing the
British cause

In this paper he tells rn amusing story
of an Interview he had had a week be-
fore

¬

with Ethan Allen the hero of Tl
conderoga who had paid him a visit for
the purpose or administering as Allen
termed it a good licking Rlvington In
his editorial thus writes

1 was sitting alone after a good dinner
with a bottle of Madeira before me when
I heard an unusual noiso in the street
Hanover and a hurrah from the boys I

was in the second story and stepping to
the window saw a tall figure In tarnished
regimentals with an enormous long
sword followed by a crowd of boys who
occasionally cheered him wyh hurrahs of
which he seemed insensible He came up
to my house and stopped I could see no
more My heart told me It was Ethan
Allen I shut my window and retired be¬
hind my table and my bottle I was cer-
tain

¬

the hour of reckoning had come
There was no retreat Mr Staples my
clerk came in paler than ever and
clasping his hands said

Master he has como He entered the
store and asked if James Rlvington lived
here 1 answered xes sir Is he at
homo I will go and see sir I said and
now master what is to be done There
ho is in the store and the boys are peep ¬

ing at him from the street
1 had mado up my mind I looked aTtho

Madeira possibly took a glass
Show him up paid 1 and if such

Madeira cannot mollify him he must be
harder than adamant

There was a fearful moment of sus-
pense

¬

I heard him on the stairs his long
sword clanking at every step In ha
stalked

Is your name James Rlvington
It is sir and no man could be more

happy to see Colonel Ethan Allen
Sir I have come
Not another word my dear sir until

von have taken a seat and a glass of old
Madeira

But sir I dont think it proper
Not another word colonel taste this

wine I have had it In cask ten years
old wine you know unless it is originally
sound never improves by age

He took the glass swallowed the wine
smacked his lips and shook his head ap
provingly

Sir 1 come
Not another word until you have tak-

en
¬

another glass and then my dear colo-
nel

¬

we will talk of the old affairs and I
have some queer events to detail

In short we finished two bottle of Ma¬

deira and parted as good friends as If
we had never cause to be otherwise Wil ¬

liam L 3tonet in New York Evening Post
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CURRENT HUMOR
n

The Objector
From the rhiladdphia Pri

The lesson had beta about th prodil ion
ami the entire Sunday ahool had been popbr
impressed The superintendent rose at the clow
and with a tIcw of inculcating a highly moral
lesson aaked ow my little friend who stood
br objecting to this proposed banquet to tha
prodigal And a roicc in a tar corner answered

The calf

Onr Lnngunsrc
From the Pittsburg Chronicte Telerraph

What did you say the sinking fund tras far
asked the new director of the treasurer

To meet the Boating oebt rrpMed the latter

In So Iety
From the Detroit Journal

Mrs wadburner entertained a bx rtr at theopera last evening
it waj a channine affair
Jje tim W faicd most plamtly nitU

tridse Tthbt and dancing
The MUms Wadburner sefrl frappe
The party did not breas up until the middle o

the hut act

Tte Worst
From the San Franc ieo Argonaut

Out at the city libraj xu will ask ioralafor the dramas of Oscar WBde The modest littlelady who sits at the desk 1 embarrassed when
jou ask for them and roud lecture you I teel
sure if ahe knew you well eiough

The worst that I can do or you she said to
me clererly but rcbuklngiy U to give jou Mr
Pinero

Goldnrlcked f
From the Baltimore American

Your hair is rarest told he cried
You arc the maid Ive picked

But after she became hil bride
lie found hed been gold bricked

The Modern Way
From the Philadelphia Press

Jlr Fitz Jeflrics said the reporter a cabls
message from Pans saya the chsapion heary- -
Heigui oi rrancc warns to nir you

Weil if he doe replied 4j great pugilist
hell hare to do it in Engllsc Ill be hanscd

if 111 leim his language

Xooklntr FortTurd
From Life

Danghtcr Yes he proposed to mc and mads
me just shudder

Mother Why he has a fair income and is quits
respectable

Ah but mamma how could I entrust my
whole future to a man so reckless and improTi
dent as to want to marry

VVhnt She Snld
From the Cleveland Plain Dealer

Im afraid I cant interest my
Elsie in fairy talcs an longer

And why nott
I was telling her about the Forty Thieve

and when I got to the forty oil Jars with a thief
in each jar what do you think she saidf

I give it up
She said Wouldnt that jar youP

Qunllilcd
From the Indianapolis Sun

But mamma said the beautiful South Ameri ¬

can heiress do you believe I will have troubls
in being received in ociety in the United StfteiT

I dont see why answered her mother Yon
have plenty of money and you can make the best
of them look like small chance when it comes tn
being a daughter of the revolution

Stumbled on It
From the Chicago XewO

What did Columbus dUcovcr asked tb
teacher of the juvenile class

The Atlantic Ocean answered tar small boy
at the foot of the class

How do you know that asked tc- - s cEer
Because replied the jouthhil ttudent my

book says be came across itV

Hope
From the Philadelphia Record

Stuttcrton Have I ot tot time to
the tram for

Railroad Porter Xoo VorkT Yis ye have pro
vidin you walk faster than ye talk It dont
lave fur an hour

The Trouble
From Town Topics

Junior Partner I received a note from our
bookkeeper this morning saying that he wouldnt
be able to come to work for several days

Senior Partner Wliats the matter with the
man

Junior Partner HU wife ha3 been cutting- his
hair

The June 11 ride
From the Philadelphia Bulletin

Poor Matie her marriage was a disappoint ¬

ment
Was itr0 yes she didnt get half the nice presents

she counted on

VVItdom
From the Chicago News

The dove of peace ascended and descended la
restless circles

Alight O pacific messenger pleaded woman
Thou may trust mc for it is the gentler sex

wk would ever obliterate carnage from the face
of the planet

Jfay nay woman may be opposed1 to strife
far more than man but woman wears leathers
and I am a bird I would tooner negotiate with a
small boy

More Than the Hour
From the Baltimore American

Your wife we said to the husband of the
great authoress Is the woman of the hour

Indeed she is he responded with a tisge of
sadness in liU voice he is thewoman of the
hour and a half when she is dressing for tin
theatre

The Remedy
From the Chicago Tribjne

If there i sueb a thing as a touel trust
roared the shagg naired boarder it oujit to
be erx hed

Wouldnt It be better suggested thi dy
peptic boarder to wipe it out

Another Month to Feed
From the Detroit Free Press

Ise just got tcr have mo wages infer- -
But Matilda we are paying yoc 13 a month

nmv
Ise aware ob dat missy but Ise gwinc tcr

be married

Gcorsin Melody
From the Atlanta Constitution

I sec said the old man that Jims gona
an printed a poem in the papers an its jest
as musical as a cnMit sr In a pine log an
goes long as smooth as a bay boa a gallpin I

Agrnfnt Her Rale
From the Detroit Free Press

Cholly Dinsmore proposed to me last night
confided Hiss Bunting to Miss Kilduff

Did you ak him if lie could support you in
th style to which you have been accustoml

O dear no I never ask men who propose to
me that question

A VnriiInp
From the New York Marine Journal

Xeptune approached the sulject alth evident
reluctance

Placing his hand on his lips he blushed and
coughed slightly as indicating that he spoke of it
at all only because he- - felt it to be his duty

Girls he finally raid I see that a ship load ¬

ed with pitch has shifted her cargo and gone to
the bottom off Atlantic City

Whats that to us chorused the mermaids
glancing up tharply from a game of bridge whist

Well replied the sea god as he coughed
again I would respectfully suggest that you be
very careful where 30U sit down

Hut the click click of the coral chips was the
only response he nearu

No Hurry
From the Chicago Tribune

Miss Pcrtie Goodwin I like you very much
Mr Snapp but jou should fcve spoken sooner
VII the girls of our ret are married in June

Mr Ileeza Snapp with a gasp But whats Uie
matter 11 ith our being married next June

A Good Memory
From Tit BitsO

Affable Stranger I cant help thinking I have
seen your picture somevrc in ftie newspapers

Hon Mr Greatman Oh no doubt no doubt
Its often been published

Stranger Then I was not mistaken What were
you cured of

A Non Suit
From the Detroit Free Press

Papa atiod Dicky Tredway what is a non- -
suitt

I think replied Mr Tredway it was the
kind tliat Adam and Eve wore the summer before
the Ml

Not Strange
From the Philadelphia Tress

He Its strange you members of the Yaasar
alumnae dont hold class ruiions

She Not at all You may as well ask a wo¬

man her age as to ask her what jcar she grad ¬

uated in

i


